
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 2 June 2021] 

 p1185b-1185b 
Ms Libby Mettam; Mr Roger Cook 

 [1] 

MENTAL HEALTH — EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT PRESENTATIONS 
188. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
My question is to the Minister for Health, who is also representing the Minister for Mental Health. I refer to the 
minister’s comments and the Premier’s comments about the record level of ambulance ramping and the increasing 
number of code yellows at our hospitals in which they both reiterated that the situation was being driven by an 
increase in the number of presentations of mental health patients in emergency departments. 
(1) Where is the evidence to support that claim? 
(2) How significant has been the increase in the number of mental health presentations? 
(3) Can the minister table the evidence? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
I thank the member for the question. 
(1)–(3) We have not said that the demand on our emergency departments is entirely down to mental health issues; 

it is one of the components and it is certainly one of the worrying trends that we have before us. As 
I said in my last answer, we have had a significant increase in the level of demand in our EDs, including 
a four per cent increase in category 1s, a 10.1per cent increase in category 2s and a 6.2 per cent increase in 
category 3s this quarter compared with the first quarter of 2020. Obviously, that puts the system under 
significant demand. Mental health is a component of that and that evidence will be available. I am happy to 
make it available when it becomes public. At this stage, I can certainly assure the member that anecdotally 
we have been significantly impacted by mental health issues in both our paediatric EDs and our adult EDs. 
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